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Minutes of Ordinary meeting of Sutton St. Nicholas Parish Council, held at Sutton St. 
Nicholas Village Hall, Bayley Way, Sutton St. Nicholas, Hereford HR1 3SZ on Monday 28th 
June 2021 at 7.15 pm. 
 
Councillors Present  
Cllr Ron Gow 
Cllr Richard Andrews 
Cllr Katie Bauress  
Cllr Ann Burke  
Cllr Sharron Haworth  
Cllr Ian Nicholas  
 
In attendance 
Tony Ford – Parish Clerk 
 
Members of the Public 4 
 

 
 

1. Apologies for Absence 
All councillors were present. 

 
2. Receive approve and sign the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting (no SPC/TF/186) 

held on Monday 4th May 2021. 
 
The minutes were signed by the Chairman as a true record of the meeting 
 

3. Receive approve and sign the confidential minutes of the Parish Council Meeting (no 
SPC/TF/187) held on Monday 4th May 2021. 
 
The minutes were signed by the Chairman as a true record of the meeting. 
 

4. Disclosable Pecuniary Interest Dispensations 
There were no requests for dispensation. 
 

5. Declarations of Interest 
To receive declarations of interest by members in respect of items on the agenda. 

   
 

 
6. Questions /Issues, from members of the public present  

7.1 Ward Councillors Report 
     There was no Ward Councillor report from Cllr Kema Guthrie, sent her apologies. 

Councillor  Y 
e 
s 

N 
o 

Agenda 
Item 

  DPI or NPI 

Cllr Ron Gow   √    

Cllr Katie Bauress  √  9 Impact on personal 
property. 

Disclosable Pecuniary 
Interest. 

Cllr Richard Andrews √  7 
8 

Personal 
Connections. 
Impact on personal 
property 

Disclosable Pecuniary 
Interest. 

Cllr Ann Burke  √    

Cllr Sharon Haworth √  7 Personal 
association with 
applicant. 

Disclosable Pecuniary 
Interest. 

Cllr Ian Nicholas  √    
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7.2 Questions from other members of the public 

• The road sign to Sutton St. Nicholas was missing on the junction of the 
Ridgeway Road and the Bromyard Road. 
Action Clerk to raise the matter with Balfour Beatty 

 
7. Planning Application P174419/PA7- Proposed polytunnel 

The Parish Council noted correspondence between Parishioners and Herefordshire 
Council, concerning the polytunnel not being dismantled and removed as previously 
agreed. The Parish Council restated their support for the parishioners and asked the Clerk 
to raise the matter with the Ward Councillor, asking for enforcement action to be taken.  
 
Action Clerk to raise the matter with Cllr Kema Guthrie (Ward Councillor) 
 
Having declared an interest Cllr Richard Andrews and Cllr Sharon Haworth left the meeting 
when this agenda item was discussed. 
 

8. Planning Application Golden Cross Inn, Sutton St. Nicholas HR1 3AZ (211261) 
Erection of a timber framed gazebo to cover existing outside drinking/smoking area 
The Clerk reminded the Parish Council that a requested had been received from 
Herefordshire Council asking if the Parish Council wished to reconsider its comments in 
view of representations made. 
Representation was made by three parishioners’ objection to the application, which covered 

• Adverse impact of noise including swearing 

• With the additional seating outside the pub building, there was now a lack of 
privacy and now unable to sit in their back garden. 

• Impact from vehicles parking in the road outside their residence 

• The carpark being a carpark and not part of the premises and therefore should 
not be used for additional seating. 

• The pub was attracting the wrong type of people. 

• The main garden area backing on to the owner’s property was non-smoking, 
which meant that the outside smoking area had been extended to the rear of 
neighbouring properties  

• Querying if the current licence allowed for the extended use and sale of drinks. 

• Queried if the new lean to required planning application. 
The Clerk reminded the Parish Council that the licence and the new lean to was not part of 
the application under consideration and could not be comment upon. 
 
Having considered the matter, the Parish Council had deep and genuine support for 
parishioners concerns about the possible increase in noise parking and bad behaviour and 
deferred any decision as the Parish Council needed more information on the original 
planning application with regards to the open space now being covered and the car parking 
area. that was being redesigned. 
 
Action Clerk to inform Herefordshire Council of its decision. 
Action Clerk to get information relating to parking in the original application. 
Action Clerk to highlight the issue of the licence with Cllr Kema Guthrie and ask her to raise 
the matter with Herefordshire Council. 
Action Clerk to highlight the issue of the new lean to with Cllr Kema Guthrie and ask her to 
raise the matter with Herefordshire Council. 
 
Having declared an interest Cllr Richard Andrews left the meeting when this agenda item 
was discussed. 
 

9. Planning Application Old School House, Old School Close St. Nicholas HR1 3DJ 
(211874) -Single Story rear extension 
Having considered the matter the Parish Council resolved to support the application, and 
noted the reduction in amenity space. 
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Action Clerk to inform Herefordshire Council of the Parish Council decision. 
 
Having declared an interest Cllr Katie Bauress left the meeting when this agenda item was 
discussed. 
 

10. Planning Application Field c 241m Northeast of the Ridgeway Road, Sutton St. 
Nicholas (211838). demolition of existing agricultural building, construction of new 
concrete yard, agricultural building and associated drainage works and landscaping. 
Having considered the matter, the Parish Council resolved to support the application 
 
Action Clerk to inform Herefordshire Council of the Parish Council decision. 
 

11. Planning Application -Land adjacent Jacobs Barn, Cross Keys HR1 3NP (211594) 
Proposed change of use of agricultural land to residential amenity. 
Having considered the application, the Parish Council resolved to object to the change to 
residential as this piece of land is not designated residential in the current Sutton ST. 
Nicholas Neighbourhood Development Plan. The Parish Council also noted the lack of 
detail 
 
Action Clerk to inform Herefordshire Council of the Parish Council decision. 
 

12. Speed Watch 
Les Wilkinson the Speed Watch coordinator informed the Parish Council that Speed 

Watch had been suspended, due to the dangers to the team now perceived by the 
police and the area upgraded to an area of Community Concern. Les Wilkinson 
raised the question of who or how are these measures monitored to check 
compliance of the four signs installed by the police road safety unit. He also 
informed the Parish Council that he had requested that the Speed Watch group 
monitor the traffic speeds / numbers only but not submit any reports, thus verify if 
the scheme was working to protect residents. This measure was refused with the 
threat of removing our kit if used while under suspension. He also raised the 
question of who monitors the situation in Sutton and by what means. In addition, 
the Parish Council was informed that Speed Watch in Marden had also been 
suspended and they were in the same position as Sutton. He had concerns about 
the shutdown. 
 
The Parish Council thanked Les Wilkinson for the update, which was noted 

 
13. Report from the Clerk on Actions from the last meeting 

There were 17 actions requiring completion, three were closed, eight were completed, six 
were in progress (Appendix 1 refers) Noted. 
 

14.  Financial Report 
14.1Confirmation of Balance as of 28th June 2021 was £36,260.57(Appendix 2 refers) 
14.2 Receipts £15,000 (1st half of precept) 
14.3 Invoices for payments 

 

Ref Payee Amount 
£ 

VAT  

1 Richard Morgan 575.00 n/a (1182.1218,1219,1220,1221,1227,1228 
Lengthsman Duties, grass cutting and 
bus shelter work. 

2 Sutton News 300.00 n/a 08/05/21 Annual Subscription 

3 Mike Darley 170.00 n/a 31/05/21 Bin Clearance, footpaths, and 
Playing Field  

4 BHIB Ltd 646.65 n/a Annual insurance premium  
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Ref Payee Amount 
£ 

VAT  

5 Mike Darley 265.00 n/a Playing Field inspections, Bin clearance 
Footpath work 

6 Richard Morgan 435.00 n/a 8/06/21 714/06/21 
(1233,1234,1244.1245,1246,1253,1254
) grass cutting 

 

Authorised for payments and cheques to be signed 
 
 

15. Annual Internal Audit Report  
The Parish Council considered and noted the report (Appendix 3 refers) 
 

16. Annual Governance Statement 2020/21 
The Parish Council considered and approved the Annual Governance Statement for 2020/21 
(Appendix 4 refers), and agreed yes for each category, the Chairman and the Clerk was 
authorised to sign it on behalf of the Parish Council. 
 
Action Clerk to send to the external Auditors. 
 

17. Accounting Statement 2020/21 
The Parish Council considered and approved the Accounting Statements for 2020/21 
(Appendix 5 refers) and the Chairman was authorised to sign it on behalf of the Parish 
Council.  The Parish Council noted the variance analysis. 
 
Action Clerk to send to the external Auditors. 
 

18. Town & Parish Councils Survey 2021 
Completion was delegated to the Clerk to complete the Police and Crime Commissioner 
Survey. 
 
Action Clerk to completed and submit survey. 
 

19. Police Charter 
The Parish Council considered the Police Charter and provided the following three main 
concerns, 
 

• Speeding through the village 

• Lack of visible policing. 

• Small scale vandalism and persons acting suspiciously at various locations across the 
village in particular the playing field on Orchard Close.  

 
Action Clerk to inform West Mercia Police of the Parish Councils comments. 
 

20. Cycle Route  

 
Cllr Sharon Haworth informed the Parish Council that If you consult the attached map the 
very north shows the current national cycle byway descending from Stoke Prior. 
The 2007 report is based purely on access from the Furlongs on Roman road to Moreton on 
Lugg industrial estate. It appears to just accommodate 20 or so workers at Denco. 
 
Our argument is that none of the proposed routes address the fact that there isn't a north 
cycle route into Hereford. 
 
Are we saying none of the residents north of Hereford cycle into the city? A safe cycle route 
as suggested opens up the colleges, Aylestone school, commuters to the city itself and also 
onwards on to the greenway path to Rotherwas (I myself would cycle to Rotherwas, 
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admittedly in fair weather and only when light allowed). We could also consider this route 
suitable for leisure cyclists, shopping, and family activities. 
 
Hopefully the Parish Council can request an update to the 2007 proposals by suggesting an 
alternative route, especially as the report concludes that none of the proposed 2007 routes 
are ideal. 
 
There could be a join up to run through Bodenham to Sutton, on to Ridgeway, down the 
Rhea to "the canal path" ST15 on to WT35 which would then require a dog leg to the Lugg 
Flats to meet the "cycle lane" on Aylestone Hill. I appreciate this would be a major project as 
there's a railway crossing and I'm sure joining on to the Lugg Flats would present a problem, 
also the bridleway would require major works.  
 
However, the attached 2007 report appears to show high costs for all of the routes 
suggested. 
 
It is now unsafe to cycle into Hereford city due to the speed and high traffic count, there was 
an unfortunate accident involving a cyclist last Friday 18th June on the road into Hereford, 
just past the railway bridge. 
 
The Parish Council thanked Cllr Sharon Haworth for her report, the Clerk was asked to put 
forward the suggested change in route for consideration. 

 
Action Clerk to liaise with Cllr Kema Guthrie on the matter. 
 

21. Neighbourhood Development Plan  
The Parish Council noted the update. (Appendix 6 refers). The Parish Council thanked the 
Clerk for getting the Neighbourhood Development Grant. 
 

22. Planning Applications 
The Parish Council noted comments submitted under delegated authority (Appendix 7 
refers). 
 

23. Matters relayed to the Clerk for the Agenda of the next meeting 

• Queen Jubilee Tree Planting 
 

24. Items for Information  
Noted (Appendix 8 refers)  
 

25. Confirmation of the date, time, and venue of the next meeting,  
Parish Council Monday 2nd August 2021 at 7.15pm  

 
26. Clerks Salary 

The Parish Council authorised payment of the Clerks Salary. 
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Appendix 1 

Status of Actions from last meeting 04/05/21  

Meeting 
Ref 

Date of 
Meeting 

Agenda 
Item 

Reference Action Action 
Owner 

Action 
Taken 

Status 

06/01 07/10/19 22 Tree Planting 
30th November 
2019 
 

Clerk to take 
action as 
required. 

Clerk On hold due 
to COVID-19  

Work in 
progress 

06/02 02/12/19 9 Community 
Speed Watch 

Clerk to 
purchase 
permanent 
Speed Watch 
signs (similar to 
those in 
Ashperton 

Clerk Liaising with 
Adnan Ali 
Community 
Speed Watch 
Co-ordinator 

Closed 

06/03 31/07/20 8 Planning 
Application 
Sutton Primary 
Academy – 
Retention of 
existing double 
mobile 
classroom  

Cllr Ron Gow to 
raise the issue 
of the Travel 
Plan with Keith 
Lawton 

Cllr Ron 
Gow  

 Work in 
progress 

06/04 05/10/20 13 Bus Shelter Clerk to get 
costings for the 
suggested 
works 

Clerk Electrical 
work 
outstanding 

Closed 

06/05 02/11/20 8 Vacant Parish 
Councillor 
positions 
 

Clerk to put a 
notice in a 
future edition of 
Sutton News 

Clerk  Work In 
progress 

05606 07/12/20 24 Neighbourhood 

Development 

Plan Review 

Meeting 

The Clerk to 

develop 

associated 

costs for 

consideration 

Clerk  Closed 

06/07 07/12/20 24 Neighbourhood 

Development 

Plan Review 

Meeting 

Subject to 

above the Clerk 

submits 

application 

form/s to DCLG 

Clerk  Completed  

06/08 06/04/21 15 Sutton Playing 
Field 

Clerk and Cllr 

Katie Bauress 

to report back to 

the Parish 

Council meeting 

Clerk Will be 
working on a 
grant claim 

Work in 
progress 

06/09 06/04/21 15 Sutton Playing 
Field 

Clerk to get 
costs to remove 
the hedge 
(facing the 
road), to 
improve visibility 

Clerk Request for 
quotes sent 

Work in 
progress 

06/10 04/05/21 10 Neighbourhood 
development 
Plan 

Clerk to inform 
DJN Planning 
Ltd of the Parish 

Clerk  Completed 
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Meeting 
Ref 

Date of 
Meeting 

Agenda 
Item 

Reference Action Action 
Owner 

Action 
Taken 

Status 

Councils 
decision 

06/11 04/05/21 10 Neighbourhood 
development 
Plan 

Clerk to put 
location maps 
on the Parish 
Councils 
website and in 
Sutton news 

Clerk  Completed 

06/12 04/05/21 12 Appointments to 
The 
Neighbourhood 
Development 
Plan Working 
Group 

Clerk to contact 
Tony Walmsley 
to see if he 
would like to 
join the group 

Clerk Unable to be 
a member of 
the group. 

Completed 

06/13 04/05/21 12 Appointments to 
The 
Neighbourhood 
Development 
Plan Working 
Group 

Clerk to arrange 
a meeting of the 
group. 

Clerk  Completed 

06/14 04/05/21 12 Appointments to 
The 
Neighbourhood 
Development 
Plan Working 
Group 

Clerk to seek 
volunteers with 
preference 
given to female 
volunteers. 

Clerk  Work in 
progress 

06/15 04/05/21 14 Planning 
Application 1 
The Craft Sutton 
St. Nicholas 
HR1 3BZ 
(211409) 

Clerk to inform 
Herefordshire 
Council of the 
Parish Councils 
decision 

Clerk  Completed 

06/16 04/05/21 15 Planning 
Application 
Woodville 
House, 30 
Woodville 
Grove, (211680) 

Clerk to inform 
Herefordshire 
Council of the 
Parish Councils 
decision 

Clerk  Completed 

06/17 04/05/21 18 Width of 
footpath 

The Clerk to 
inform 
Herefordshire 
Council. 

Clerk  Completed 

 
 
Summary  
Closed                     3 
Completed               8 
Work In progress     6 
TOTAL                    17   
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Appendix 2 

Bank Reconciliation at 28th June 20201 
 
 

 Opening   01/04/21  26,133.97  

 Receipts  15,000.00  

   41,133.97  

 Expenditure  4,873.40  

 Balance  36,260.57  

     

     

 Bank balance  15/06/2021 38,217.42  

     

 os cheques    

 
1300 300.00 

  

 
1301 170.00 

  

 
1302 250.45 

  

 
1303 166.40 

  

 
1305 265.00 

  

 
1306 435.00 

  

 
1307 222.00 

  

 
1308 148.00 

  

 

  

  

     

   1,956.85  
     

     

     

 Balance as at 28/06//21 36,260.57  
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Appendix 6 
Neighbourhood Development Plan 

 

The Neighbourhood Development Plan Project Group met on 18 th May 2021; Keith Lawton was 

appointed Chairman of the group with Ron Gow as Vice-Chairman. 

 

Dr David Nicholson of DJN Planning Ltd outlined the process as follows: - 
 

• Call for sites and Housing site assessment 

 
• For parishioner consultation -Housing delivery proposals including windfall allowance, 

recommended site allocation(s) and associated settlement boundary amendments for Sutton 

St Nicholas.  

 

• preparing the revised Neighbourhood Development Plan and pre-submission consultation 

and publicity. 

 

• preparing the revised Neighbourhood Development Plan and supporting statements for 

submission  

 
It was anticipated that the draft Neighbourhood Development Plan will be submitted to   
Herefordshire Council in April 2022. 
 
The Project Group noted that a grant application was being made to the Neighbourhood Planning 
Programme funded by the Ministry of Housing, Community and Local Government. (Post meeting 
the Parish Council has received confirmation that its grant application has been successful and 
subject to paperwork the Parish Council will be receiving a grant of £10,000 towards the cost of 
reviewing its Neighbourhood Development Plan. 
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Appendix 7 

 
Planning Applications – Comments under delegated authority (Minute 04/05/21 (6)) 

 
 

• Planning Consultation - 211928 - Bank House, Sutton St Nicholas, Hereford, 

Herefordshire HR1 3AU Removal of Leylandi bordering the site. They are out of 

control and in a seriously bad condition 

 

       Comments – the Parish Council Supports the application 

 
• Planning Consultation - 211261 - Golden Cross Inn, Sutton St Nicholas, Hereford, 

Herefordshire HR1 3AZ Erection of a timber framed gazebo to cover existing 

outside drinking/smoking area 

 
 Comment - The Parish Council supports the application in principle; however, any   
possible parking or noise concerns should be given consideration by Herefordshire 
Council. 

 

 

• Planning Consultation - 211076 - The Wyatt, Wyatt Croft, Cross Keys, Hereford, 

Herefordshire HR1 3NP Proposed demolition of existing annexe and construction of a 

replacement annexe located further back from road where it will not be prone to 

flooding. The annexe will be ancillary to the main dwelling 

 
 Comment – The Parish Council supports the application  
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Appendix 8 
For Information Items 

Sent by Email 

• Herefordshire Council -Talk Community Update 7th May 2021 

• Cllr Kema Guthrie – Correspondence regarding Paul Walker new Chief Executive 

Herefordshire Council. 

• Herefordshire Council - Outbreak Communication 

• Balfour Beatty - Weobley, Sutton Walls & Queenswood Ward Briefing W/E 14/05/2021 

• Herefordshire Council -Talk Community Covid update 21 May 2021. 

• Herefordshire Council - Covid19 update 28th May 2021 

• Herefordshire Council -We want your views on housing in Herefordshire. 

• Herefordshire Council -Section 106 Town/Parish Wish List. 

• NALC- Chief Executive's Bulletin 18/05/21. 

• West Mercia Police- Local Policing Charter 2021 - an update from your local Safer 

Neighbourhood Team 

• Herefordshire Council -Talk Community Programme  

• Herefordshire Council - Parliamentary Boundary Review 2023. 

 

 


